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HB138 JUDICIAL SALE-PROPERTY (FOLEY, M) To require purchasers of real property at a 
judicial sale to provide certain identifying information and to make other changes in judicial 

sales of real property. 

  Current Status:    5/21/2008 - PASSED BY SENATE 

  

All Bill Status:    5/21/2008 - Bills for Third Consideration 
5/20/2008 - Senate Committee recommends substitute, Vote 8-1 

5/20/2008 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED & REPORTED 

OUT, Senate Judiciary - Civil Justice, (Fifth Hearing) 
5/13/2008 - Senate Judiciary - Civil Justice, (Fourth Hearing) 

2/5/2008 - Senate Judiciary - Civil Justice, (Third Hearing) 
1/29/2008 - Senate Judiciary - Civil Justice, (Second Hearing) 

1/23/2008 - Senate Judiciary - Civil Justice, (First Hearing) 

1/9/2008 - Referred to Committee Senate Judiciary - Civil Justice 
12/12/2007 - PASSED BY HOUSE, Vote 90-2 

12/12/2007 - Bills for Third Consideration 
6/14/2007 - House Committee recommends substitute, Vote 11-

1 

6/13/2007 - REPORTED OUT AS AMENDED, House Civil and 
Commercial Law, (Sixth Hearing) 

6/6/2007 - House Civil and Commercial Law, (Fifth Hearing) 
5/30/2007 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED, House Civil and 

Commercial Law, (Fourth Hearing) 
5/23/2007 - House Civil and Commercial Law, (Third Hearing) 

5/16/2007 - House Civil and Commercial Law, (Second Hearing) 

5/9/2007 - House Civil and Commercial Law, (First Hearing) 
4/17/2007 - Referred to Committee House Civil and Commercial 

Law 
3/28/2007 - Introduced 

  
  

HB222 LAND SALE PUBLIC NOTICES (ZEHRINGER, J) To permit instead of require that public 
notices and advertisements of the sale of lands and tenements taken in execution contain a 

description of the lands and tenements and to permit those advertisements to be made on 
the sheriff's web site. 

  
Current Status:    5/31/2007 - 5/31/2007 - House Local and Municipal Government 

and Urban Revitalization, (First Hearing) 

  

All Bill Status:    5/22/2007 - Referred to Committee House Local and Municipal 

Government and Urban Revitalization 
5/17/2007 - Introduced 

  
  

HB289 AGRICULTURAL SECURITY AREAS (CORE, A) To make changes to the law governing 

agricultural security areas. 

  Current Status:    4/18/2008 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; eff. 7/18/08 

  

All Bill Status:    4/10/2008 - Sent to Governor for Signature 

4/8/2008 - Consideration of Senate Amendments, Vote 94-0 
4/8/2008 - Consideration of Senate Amendments 

4/1/2008 - PASSED BY SENATE, Vote 31-1 

3/13/2008 - Senate Committee recommends substitute, Vote 9-0 
3/12/2008 - REPORTED OUT AS AMENDED, Senate 
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Agriculture, (Third Hearing) 

2/6/2008 - Senate Agriculture, (Second Hearing) 
1/30/2008 - Senate Agriculture, (First Hearing) 

1/9/2008 - Referred to Committee Senate Agriculture 

12/12/2007 - PASSED BY HOUSE, Vote 93-0 
12/12/2007 - Bills for Third Consideration 

10/31/2007 - REPORTED OUT AS AMENDED, House 
Agriculture and Natural Resources, (Third Hearing) 

10/24/2007 - House Agriculture and Natural Resources, (Second 

Hearing) 
10/10/2007 - House Agriculture and Natural Resources, (First 

Hearing) 
9/10/2007 - Referred to Committee House Agriculture and 

Natural Resources 
7/24/2007 - Introduced 

  
  

HB357 ENERGY DEVELOPMENT AND SUPPLY (MCGREGOR, J) To modify and expand the laws 
governing energy development and supply in the state. 

  Current Status:    12/11/2007 - House Alternative Energy, (Sixth Hearing) 

  

All Bill Status:    12/4/2007 - House Alternative Energy, (Fifth Hearing) 

11/27/2007 - House Alternative Energy, (Fourth Hearing) 

11/14/2007 - House Alternative Energy, (Third Hearing) 
11/7/2007 - House Alternative Energy, (Second Hearing) 

10/31/2007 - House Alternative Energy, (First Hearing) 
10/23/2007 - Referred to Committee House Alternative Energy 

10/18/2007 - Introduced 

  
  

HB359 NUISANCE ABATEMENT (HUFFMAN, M) To extend to all counties the authority to utilize 

surplus delinquent tax collections to facilitate nuisance abatement of deteriorated 
residential buildings in foreclosure and to terminate the temporary authority of a county 

with a population exceeding 1.2 million to use such collections to prevent residential 
mortgage foreclosures. 

  
Current Status:    5/21/2008 - Senate Ways and Means and Economic 

Development, (First Hearing) 

  

All Bill Status:    5/21/2008 - Senate Ways and Means and Economic 

Development, (First Hearing) 
5/14/2008 - Referred to Committee Senate Ways and Means and 

Economic Development 

5/13/2008 - PASSED BY HOUSE, Passed, as amended; Vote 
90-4 

5/13/2008 - Bills for Third Consideration 
4/10/2008 - House Committee recommends substitute, Vote 16-

0 
4/9/2008 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED & REPORTED 

OUT AS AMENDED, House Ways and Means, (Fifth Hearing) 

3/12/2008 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED, House Ways and 
Means, (Fourth Hearing) 

1/30/2008 - House Ways and Means, (Third Hearing) 
11/7/2007 - House Ways and Means, (Second Hearing) 

10/31/2007 - House Ways and Means, (First Hearing) 

10/23/2007 - Referred to Committee House Ways and Means 
10/18/2007 - Introduced 

http://www.rotundacollection.com/Hannah/Report_CommitteeReport.aspx?date=2/6/2008&id=20916
http://www.rotundacollection.com/Hannah/Report_CommitteeReport.aspx?date=2/6/2008&id=20916
http://www.rotundacollection.com/Hannah/Report_CommitteeReport.aspx?date=2/6/2008&id=20916
http://www.rotundacollection.com/Hannah/Report_CommitteeReport.aspx?date=10/31/2007&id=20902
http://www.rotundacollection.com/Hannah/Report_CommitteeReport.aspx?date=10/31/2007&id=20902
http://www.rotundacollection.com/Hannah/Report_CommitteeReport.aspx?date=10/31/2007&id=20902
http://www.rotundacollection.com/Hannah/Report_CommitteeReport.aspx?date=10/31/2007&id=20902
http://www.rotundacollection.com/Hannah/Report_CommitteeReport.aspx?date=10/10/2007&id=20902
http://www.rotundacollection.com/Hannah/Report_CommitteeReport.aspx?date=10/10/2007&id=20902
http://www.rotundacollection.com/Hannah/Report_CommitteeReport.aspx?date=10/10/2007&id=20902
http://www.rotundacollection.com/Hannah/Report_CommitteeReport.aspx?date=12/4/2007&id=20908
http://www.rotundacollection.com/Hannah/Report_CommitteeReport.aspx?date=12/4/2007&id=20908
http://www.rotundacollection.com/Hannah/Report_CommitteeReport.aspx?date=12/4/2007&id=20908
http://www.rotundacollection.com/Hannah/Report_CommitteeReport.aspx?date=11/14/2007&id=20908
http://www.rotundacollection.com/Hannah/Report_CommitteeReport.aspx?date=11/14/2007&id=20908
http://www.rotundacollection.com/Hannah/Report_CommitteeReport.aspx?date=11/14/2007&id=20908
http://www.rotundacollection.com/Hannah/Report_CommitteeReport.aspx?date=10/31/2007&id=20908
http://www.rotundacollection.com/Hannah/Report_CommitteeReport.aspx?date=10/31/2007&id=20908
http://www.rotundacollection.com/Hannah/Report_CommitteeReport.aspx?date=5/21/2008&id=20929
http://www.rotundacollection.com/Hannah/Report_CommitteeReport.aspx?date=5/21/2008&id=20929
http://www.rotundacollection.com/Hannah/Report_CommitteeReport.aspx?date=5/21/2008&id=20929
http://www.rotundacollection.com/Hannah/Report_CommitteeReport.aspx?date=4/9/2008&id=20944
http://www.rotundacollection.com/Hannah/Report_CommitteeReport.aspx?date=4/9/2008&id=20944
http://www.rotundacollection.com/Hannah/Report_CommitteeReport.aspx?date=4/9/2008&id=20944
http://www.rotundacollection.com/Hannah/Report_CommitteeReport.aspx?date=4/9/2008&id=20944
http://www.rotundacollection.com/Hannah/Report_CommitteeReport.aspx?date=1/30/2008&id=20944
http://www.rotundacollection.com/Hannah/Report_CommitteeReport.aspx?date=1/30/2008&id=20944
http://www.rotundacollection.com/Hannah/Report_CommitteeReport.aspx?date=1/30/2008&id=20944
http://www.rotundacollection.com/Hannah/Report_CommitteeReport.aspx?date=10/31/2007&id=20944
http://www.rotundacollection.com/Hannah/Report_CommitteeReport.aspx?date=10/31/2007&id=20944


  
  

HB420 STATE SPENDING (BRINKMAN, T) To promote transparency with respect to state 

spending by requiring that certain information on state awards and earmarks, state real 

property management, state agency management, and state program effectiveness be 
collected and made available on-line. 

  
Current Status:    5/13/2008 - Referred to Finance and Financial Institutions 

Committee 

  

All Bill Status:    5/13/2008 - Referred to Committee Senate Finance and Financial 
Institutions 

5/6/2008 - PASSED BY HOUSE, Passed, as amended: Vote 94-

0 
5/6/2008 - Bills for Third Consideration 

4/14/2008 - House Committee recommends passage, Vote 15-0 
4/10/2008 - REPORTED OUT, House State Government and 

Elections, (Fourth Hearing) 

2/7/2008 - House State Government and Elections, (Third 
Hearing) 

1/31/2008 - House State Government and Elections, (Second 
Hearing) 

1/24/2008 - House State Government and Elections, (First 
Hearing) 

1/8/2008 - Referred to Committee House State Government and 

Elections 
12/21/2007 - Introduced 

  
  

HB422 WATER RESOURCES/ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (SETZER, A) To create the Water 

Resources and Economic Development Study Committee. 

  
Current Status:    4/16/2008 - House Economic Development and Environment, 

(Third Hearing) 

  

All Bill Status:    4/9/2008 - House Economic Development and Environment, 
(Second Hearing) 

1/16/2008 - House Economic Development and Environment, 

(First Hearing) 
1/9/2008 - Referred to Committee House Economic Development 

and Environment 
1/8/2008 - Introduced 

  
  

HB472 DITCH MAINTENANCE (SETZER, A) To allow a board of county commissioners to adjust 

the permanent base of a ditch improvement that is used for maintenance fund assessments 

and to allow a board to use certain ditch maintenance procedures to maintain soil and 
water conservation district improvements. 

  
Current Status:    4/23/2008 - House Agriculture and Natural Resources, (Third 

Hearing) 

  

All Bill Status:    4/16/2008 - House Agriculture and Natural Resources, (Second 

Hearing) 
4/9/2008 - House Agriculture and Natural Resources, (First 

Hearing) 
2/12/2008 - Referred to Committee House Agriculture and 

Natural Resources 
2/6/2008 - Introduced 
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HB487 RENEWABLE ENERGY (MCGREGOR, J) To establish alternative energy benchmarks for 

electric distribution utilities and electric services companies, provide for the use of 
renewable energy credits, establish energy efficiency standards for electric distribution 

utilities and require the Department of Development to establish energy efficiency 

programs, create the Ohio Renewable Energy Authority to provide loans and grants to 
renewable energy businesses, establish policies regarding the geologic storage of carbon 

dioxide, and require greenhouse gas emission reporting and carbon control planning for 
generating facilities. 

  Current Status:    3/12/2008 - House Public Utilities, (Fourth Hearing) 

  

All Bill Status:    3/6/2008 - House Public Utilities, (Third Hearing) 
3/5/2008 - Referred to Committee House Public Utilities 

2/28/2008 - House Public Utilities, (Second Hearing) 
2/27/2008 - House Public Utilities, (First Hearing) 

2/21/2008 - Introduced 

  
  

HB521 LOCAL GOVERNMENT (WOLPERT, L) To create the Ohio Commission on Local 

Government Reform and Collaboration to develop recommendations on reforming and 
restructuring local government in Ohio. 

  
Current Status:    5/15/2008 - House Local and Municipal Government and Urban 

Revitalization, (Sixth Hearing) 

  

All Bill Status:    5/8/2008 - House Local and Municipal Government and Urban 

Revitalization, (Fifth Hearing) 
5/1/2008 - House Local and Municipal Government and Urban 

Revitalization, (Fourth Hearing) 
4/24/2008 - House Local and Municipal Government and Urban 

Revitalization, (Third Hearing) 
4/17/2008 - House Local and Municipal Government and Urban 

Revitalization, (Second Hearing) 

4/10/2008 - House Local and Municipal Government and Urban 
Revitalization, (First Hearing) 

4/2/2008 - Referred to Committee House Local and Municipal 
Government and Urban Revitalization 

4/1/2008 - Introduced 

  
  

SB119 TAX-DELINQUENT LAND REUTILIZATION (SCHULER, R) To modify the tax-delinquent 

land reutilization law by authorizing political subdivisions to prosecute property tax 
foreclosures, acquire such land through foreclosures before the land is offered at a tax sale, 

and sell such property at less than appraised market value; and to impose a one-year limit 

on property owners' option to obtain a delinquent tax installment payment contract. 

  
Current Status:    5/2/2007 - Senate Ways and Means and Economic Development, 

(Second Hearing) 

  

All Bill Status:    4/18/2007 - Senate Ways and Means and Economic 

Development, (First Hearing) 
3/21/2007 - Referred to Committee Senate Ways and Means and 

Economic Development 

3/20/2007 - Introduced 

  
  

SB221 STATE ENERGY POLICY (SCHULER, R) To revise state energy policy to address electric 
service price regulation, new bonding authority for advanced energy projects, advanced 

(including renewable) energy portfolio standards, energy efficiency standards, and 

greenhouse gas emission reporting and carbon control planning requirements. 
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  Current Status:    5/1/2008 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; eff. 7/31/2008 

  

All Bill Status:    4/29/2008 - Sent to Governor for Signature 

4/23/2008 - Consideration of House Amendments, Concurred 32-

0 
4/23/2008 - Consideration of House Amendments 

4/22/2008 - PASSED BY HOUSE, Passed, as amended; Vote 
93-1 

4/22/2008 - Bills for Third Consideration 
4/16/2008 - Informally Passed 

4/16/2008 - Informally Passed 

4/16/2008 - Informally Passed 
4/16/2008 - Bills for Third Consideration 

4/15/2008 - House Committee recommends substitute, Vote 11-
0 

4/15/2008 - Bills for Third Consideration 

4/14/2008 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED & REPORTED 
OUT AS AMENDED, House Public Utilities, (Twentieth Hearing) 

4/11/2008 - House Public Utilities, (Nineteenth Hearing) 
4/10/2008 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED, House Public 

Utilities, (Eighteenth Hearing) 
3/12/2008 - House Public Utilities, (Seventeenth Hearing) 

3/6/2008 - House Public Utilities, (Sixteenth Hearing) 

3/5/2008 - House Public Utilities, (Fifteenth Hearing) 
2/28/2008 - House Public Utilities, (Fourteenth Hearing) 

2/27/2008 - House Public Utilities, (Thirteenth Hearing) 
2/21/2008 - House Public Utilities, (Twelfth Hearing) 

2/13/2008 - House Public Utilities, (Eleventh Hearing) 

2/5/2008 - House Public Utilities, (Tenth Hearing) 
1/30/2008 - House Public Utilities, (Ninth Hearing) 

1/23/2008 - House Public Utilities, (Eighth Hearing) 
1/16/2008 - House Public Utilities, (Seventh Hearing) 

1/9/2008 - House Public Utilities, (Sixth Hearing) 

12/12/2007 - House Public Utilities, (Fifth Hearing) 
12/5/2007 - House Public Utilities, (Fourth Hearing) 

11/28/2007 - House Public Utilities, (Third Hearing) 
11/14/2007 - House Public Utilities, (Second Hearing) 

11/8/2007 - Referred to Committee House Public Utilities 
11/7/2007 - House Public Utilities, (First Hearing) 

10/31/2007 - Senate Committee recommends substitute, Vote 8-

0 
10/31/2007 - PASSED BY SENATE, Vote 32-0 

10/31/2007 - Bills for Third Consideration 
10/30/2007 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED & REPORTED 

OUT, Senate Energy and Public Utilities, (Fifteenth Hearing) 

10/29/2007 - Senate Energy and Public Utilities, (Fourteenth 
Hearing) 

10/25/2007 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED, Senate Energy 
and Public Utilities, (Thirteenth Hearing) 

10/24/2007 - Senate Energy and Public Utilities, (Twelfth 
Hearing) 

10/23/2007 - Senate Energy and Public Utilities, (Eleventh 

Hearing) 
10/18/2007 - Senate Energy and Public Utilities, (Tenth Hearing) 
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10/17/2007 - Senate Energy and Public Utilities, (Ninth Hearing) 

10/16/2007 - Senate Energy and Public Utilities, (Eighth Hearing) 
10/11/2007 - Senate Energy and Public Utilities, (Seventh 

Hearing) 

10/10/2007 - Senate Energy and Public Utilities, (Sixth Hearing) 
10/9/2007 - Senate Energy and Public Utilities, (Fifth Hearing) 

10/4/2007 - Senate Energy and Public Utilities, (Fourth Hearing) 
10/2/2007 - Referred to Committee Senate Energy and Public 

Utilities 

10/2/2007 - Senate Energy and Public Utilities, (Third Hearing) 
9/27/2007 - Senate Energy and Public Utilities, (Second Hearing) 

9/25/2007 - Introduced 

  
  

SB276 CONSERVATION AND REVITALIZATION (STIVERS, S) To authorize a county, municipal 
corporation, or township to issue public obligations to provide, or assist in providing, 

grants, loans, loan guarantees, or contributions for conservation and revitalization 

purposes. 

  Current Status:    5/20/2008 - Referred to Finance and Appropriations Committee 

  

All Bill Status:    5/14/2008 - PASSED BY SENATE, Vote 32-0 
5/14/2008 - Bills for Third Consideration 

5/13/2008 - REPORTED OUT, Senate State and Local 

Government and Veterans Affairs, (Third Hearing) 
4/1/2008 - Senate State and Local Government and Veterans 

Affairs, (Second Hearing) 
3/11/2008 - Senate State and Local Government and Veterans 

Affairs, (First Hearing) 
1/23/2008 - Referred to Committee Senate State and Local 

Government and Veterans Affairs 

1/22/2008 - Introduced 

  
  

SB277 NUISANCE PROPERTIES (STIVERS, S) To create a new cause of action in foreclosure in 
the environmental or housing division of a municipal court to abate nuisance properties. 

  
Current Status:    5/20/2008 - BILL AMENDED, Senate Judiciary - Civil Justice, 

(Fourth Hearing) 

  

All Bill Status:    5/20/2008 - BILL AMENDED, Senate Judiciary - Civil Justice, 

(Fourth Hearing) 
5/13/2008 - BILL AMENDED, Senate Judiciary - Civil Justice, 

(Third Hearing) 

5/6/2008 - Senate Judiciary - Civil Justice, (Second Hearing) 
2/5/2008 - Senate Judiciary - Civil Justice, (First Hearing) 

1/23/2008 - Referred to Committee Senate Judiciary - Civil 
Justice 

1/22/2008 - Introduced 

  
  

SB283 MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS (ROBERTS, T) To authorize municipal corporations to 

collect their unpaid costs for correcting hazardous conditions or abating nuisances caused 
by unsafe structures by attaching a lien against the property owner's primary residence, 

and to require persons with interests in real property to file identifying information with 
county auditors. 

  
Current Status:    5/13/2008 - Senate State and Local Government and Veterans 

Affairs, (Third Hearing) 

  All Bill Status:    5/6/2008 - Senate State and Local Government and Veterans 
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Affairs, (Second Hearing) 

4/1/2008 - Senate State and Local Government and Veterans 
Affairs, (First Hearing) 

1/30/2008 - Referred to Committee Senate State and Local 

Government and Veterans Affairs 
1/29/2008 - Introduced 

  
  

SB292 DITCH MAINTENANCE (ROBERTS, T) To allow a board of county commissioners to 

adjust the permanent base of a ditch improvement that is used for maintenance fund 

assessments and to allow a board to use certain ditch maintenance procedures to maintain 
soil and water conservation district improvements. 

  
Current Status:    4/23/2008 - Senate Environment and Natural Resources, (First 

Hearing) 

  

All Bill Status:    3/11/2008 - Referred to Committee Senate Environment and 
Natural Resources 

2/19/2008 - Introduced 

  
  

SB295 RENTAL AGREEMENT (MILLER, D) To provide that a rental agreement does not 

terminate upon the foreclosure of the landlord's mortgage. 

  Current Status:    4/1/2008 - Senate Judiciary - Civil Justice, (First Hearing) 

  

All Bill Status:    3/11/2008 - Referred to Committee Senate Judiciary - Civil 

Justice 
2/26/2008 - Introduced 

  
  

SB300 PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION FUNDING (CAFARO, C) To create the Public Transit 

Funding Task Force to study Ohio's public transportation funding and issue a report by June 
30, 2008. 

  
Current Status:    4/22/2008 - Senate Highways and Transportation, (First 

Hearing) 

  

All Bill Status:    3/11/2008 - Referred to Committee Senate Highways and 

Transportation 
3/4/2008 - Introduced 

  
  

SCR23 VACANT HOUSING PROBLEMS (MILLER, D) To urge the United States House of 
Representatives to pass H.R. 3498, cited as the Neighborhood Reclamation and 

Revitalization Program Act of 2007, to authorize the Secretary of Housing and Urban 
Development to make grants to assist municipalities with a vacant housing problem and 

additionally to urge that the appropriations be increased to $500,000,000. 

  
Current Status:    4/8/2008 - Senate Finance and Financial Institutions, (First 

Hearing) 

  

All Bill Status:    3/11/2008 - Referred to Committee Senate Finance and Financial 
Institutions 

2/26/2008 - Introduced 

  
  

Week in Review 
Friday, May 23, 2008 

  

BUDGET 
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Two major budget issues, encompassing three pieces of legislation, consumed much of the Legislature's 
attention this week. They included the bipartisan, $1.57 billion economic stimulus package enacted 

through HB554 (Hottinger) and its companion proposed ballot issue, HJR5 (Sears), and the capital 
appropriations/budget corrections measures included in HB562 (Hottinger). 
  
The House Finance and Appropriations Committee Tuesday completed its work on both HB554 and HJR5, 
clearing the way for House passage on Wednesday by votes of 88-9 and 94-2, respectively. The two 

most contentious issues in the bill: the diversion of excess turnpike revenue to projects statewide and the 
abrupt change in the state's historic preservation tax credit program continued to be a focus of testimony 

in the Senate where the Senate Finance and Financial Institutions was holding hearings, reporting both 
the bill and resolution out Friday, May 23. Senate members added their own issues including funding for 

broadband. 
  
The House Finance version of the capital appropriations/budget corrections bill, HB562, grew by nearly 

70 percent at least page-wise Thursday as the committee approved an omnibus amendment that alone 
totaled 430 pages. Extraneous additional amendments brought that to a total of 466 pages of 

amendments. Dollar-wise, there was no financial summary of the changes many of which saw whole bills 

or portions of bills added to HB562 (Hottinger). In addition, much to the chagrin of the administration, 
the House turned to the Budget Stabilization Fund (BSF) to pay for a number of the provisions.  
  
Earlier in the week, on Monday, Office of Budget and Management (OBM) Director Pari Sabety had 

testified before House Finance, walking the committee through what she called the two broad sections of 
HB562. The bill totals $1.3 billion, and includes both capital expenditures for Fiscal Years (FY) 2009-2010 

and budget correction items. Sabety said the latter fall into three categories of corrective provisions: 

those that deal with the FY08-09 recalibration announced in February; technical corrections to HB119; 
and dozens of emergent issues. She said that the bill does not include an appropriations increase that the 

administration believes is necessary for us to contend with increased caseloads and other programmatic 
concerns within Ohio's Medicaid program Today, we are projecting that we will need a total GRF 

appropriation increase of $344 million, $121.8 million of which is state share.  
  
EMPLOYMENT 
  
Ohio's unemployment rate was 5.6 percent in April, down from the revised rate of 5.8 percent in March, 

according to data released Friday by the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS). Ohio's 

non-farm wage and salary employment decreased 11,200 over the month, from 5,420,100 in March to 
5,408,900 in April. 
The number of workers unemployed in Ohio in April was 335,000, down from 345,000 in March. The 
number of unemployed has decreased by 2,000 in the past 12 months from 337,000. The April 

unemployment rate for Ohio was unchanged from 5.6 percent in April 2007. The U.S. unemployment rate 
for April was 5.0 percent, down from 5.1 percent in March 
  
ENERGY 
  
Sen. Bill Seitz (R-Cincinnati) is crafting an amendment to the capital appropriations/budget corrections bill 
that would address an apparent oversight from the high-profile energy regulation bill, HB221, passed 

earlier this year. The proposed amendment would address zoning for wind farms that produce 50 or 

fewer megawatts with those producing five to 50 megawatts falling under the jurisdiction of the Ohio 
Power Siting Board while those producing fewer than five megawatts would be subject to local zoning 

authority. Fees for certification from the Power Siting Board would be proportional to those charged to 
larger farms. 
  
TAXATION 



  
The Senate Ways and Means and Economic Development Committee Wednesday raised the specter of 
untold millions in revenue which, if the Ohio Department of Taxation (ODT) is to be believed, could now 

be collected from certain taxpayers who have been claiming the basic homeowner exemption for many 
years. Deputy Tax Commissioner Fred Church appeared before the committee to offer interested party 

testimony on SB306 (Schuler), which would extend the homestead exemption supported by Gov. Ted 

Strickland to residents of homes who have surrendered legal ownership of the property under an 
irrevocable trust. The intent of the bill would erase this distinction under the premise that the expanded 

credit was to allow more seniors tax relief who live in their homes, regardless of their estate planning. 
Church challenged that interpretation, suggesting the current definition of home owner already makes 

broad provision. 
  
TRANSPORTATION 
  
Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) Director James Beasley, while testifying to a Senate 

committee Thursday on HB554 (Hottinger) and HJR5 (Sears), raised concerns about House amendments 
to an economic stimulus package that he said will have an impact on the department's budget. Beasley 

told the Senate Finance and Financial Institutions Committee that one interpretation of the bill as 

amended by the House would redirect $20 million in combined ODOT and Ohio Turnpike revenue for the 
purpose of paying debt service on $200 million in new bonding. He outlined department challenges 

including rising construction costs, flattening tax revenues, and a past over-commitment to major new 
construction projects that has ODOT facing a potential $3.5 billion shortfall through the year 2015. The 

amendment to divert money from the blue exit signs program, which he said had already been targeted 
by the department as a way of meeting commitments on the TRAC list, will undermine current 

commitments, forcing the department to take longer to deliver on planned projects. 
  
UTILITIES  
The Ohio Consumers' Counsel (OCC) asked the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) Tuesday 
to recognize Ohio's right to determine whether a Duke Energy proposal to transfer its power plants away 

from its Ohio operating company should be authorized. The OCC asked FERC to reject Duke Energy's 

filing, or in the alternative, that FERC condition any decision concerning the power plants upon approval 
by the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (PUCO). The OCC said in a release that it believes the transfer, 

if approved, could have significant implications for Duke Energy's approximately 600,000 residential 
customers and the rates they pay. 
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